CHAPTER XIII
SHACKLETON'S LAST VOYAGE
WHEN the European War first distracted civilization a large
amount of Antarctica had been brought within the realm
of knowledge. In the most popular theatre of operations,
the Ross Dependency, 300 miles of coastline had been extended
approximately to 800 miles; the Beardmore district had been
opened up, the Queen Maud Range discovered, the Geographical
and Magnetic Poles attained. Hundreds of miles of new country
had been charted in other parts of the southern continent and
much intensive scientific work carried out in the immediate vicinity
of the various expeditions' bases. Then came the War, in which
all Antarctic explorers took part.
On returning to London in 1917 from his Endurance odyssey,
Sk Ernest Shackleton was received by the King, and his war
service began with honorary propaganda work under the Foreign
Office in South America, where he had always been popular.
Before leaving England to take up these duties, Sir Ernest and
Lady Shackleton were received by Queen Alexandra, and the King
commanded Sir Ernest to give his Endurance lecture and show his
film at Sandringham. In March, 1918, the War Office placed him
in charge of the winter equipment for the North Russian Army
with the rank of Major, and he was attached to the Staff of General
Sk Charles Maynard. He returned to civil life in 1919 and spent
most of his time lecturing, until early in 1920 when he made up
his mind to embark upon one more expedition. He knew this
would be his last command, as he was then 46 years of age; and
he took up an idea that had originated when living on the ice floes
of the Weddell Sea.
Commander Worsley recorded in his diary the origin of this
expedition, as follows:
Sk Ernest optimistically discussing an expedition to the lands N. of
Canada when this one is thro'* We look up all the maps and books on the
subject that we can lay our hands on, and wax enthusiastic about our next trip
before we can definitely settle how the angel we are going to get out of this
one.
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